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County of Los Angeles
Office of the Sheriff
faall of Justice
Tos Angeles, California 90012

SHERMAN BLOCK, SHERIFF

May 20, 1987

Thomas A. Tidemanson, Director
Department of Public Works

550 Sonth Vermont Street

Los Angeles, California 90020

Attention: Saeed Amonullah,
Supervising Structural Engineering -

Dear Mr. Tidemanson:
HAZARDQUS MATERIALS CONTAINER AT S.T.A.R.S CENTER

The Sheriff's Department is requesting a determination as to whether our
new hazardous materials container should be classified as eguipment or a
building.

The container has specifically been designed and constructed to camply
with requlatory standards mandated by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, (OSHA); the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and
the National Fire Protection Standards (NFPA). All wiring, electrical
motors, fans, electrical lighting, and switches are of explosion proof
construction which conforms to Class I, Division I Standards, and has
been installed in compliance with NEC, NFPA, and NEMA requirements. All
electrical components have the Underwriters Laboratory (U.L.) seal of
approval.

It should be noted that this container has not been designed nor will it
ever be utilized for human habitation. The sole purpose will be for
storage of minimal amounts of analyzed materials seized from illicit
drug labs. The samples will be maintained in four (4) ounce sealed
glass containers and retained only for the length of time required to
complete laboratory analysis and introduction as evidence in court.
Additional safety features include a 570-gallon spill containment
capacity, a dry-chemical fire protection system, three (3) fire
sprinkler heads with an outside hook-up for Fire Department use,
specially constructed welded sides and bottom manufactured with 10-and
12-gauge ASTM-A569 steel to provide maximum security, limited access,
sited within a locked compound, a 24~hour silent alarm activated at two
(2) separate locations, and a 24-hour monitored video surveillance
system.




Thomas A. Tidemanson -2- May 20, 1987

This equipment was recommended by the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, as conforming with all Los Angeles County Fire Department
Codes and Ordinances, and subsequently inspected and approved by Captain
Jim Adamson, Hazardous Materials Section, lLos Angeles County Fire

Department.

The Department has identified a site at S.T.A.R.S Center that provides
40 feet from the north, 53 feet from the south, and 32 feet fram the
east and west property lines. There are also buildings with B-2
occupancy, 20 feet from the north, east and west property lines.

In view of these facts, we request that our new hazardous materials
container be classified as equipment rather than a building.

Should you require additional information or have any questions, please
contact Bruce Kragen at (213) 974-4528,

Sincerely,

a { /.: ~ A
C/’Davi Gf/SEBne, irector

Fiscal Services






